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AFHM is moving forward on several fronts. This newsletter will provide you with a “How-goes-zit”.  

 

Mobile Museum 

 MiniMO, the 32 foot trailer that will be AFHM’s entry into 
mobile museum activity has been mechanically refurbished, 
painted and equipped with new tires. We have contacted local 
exhibit companies to gain insight into construction and content 
of exhibits that will be installed in the trailer. 

 

 Planning for BigMO, a mobile museum housed in a 53 foot tractor trailer continues. We have 
held several meeting with the leader of the New Jersey Hall of Fame to gain knowledge to 
develop fund raising ideas and exhibit design concepts.  
 

 We have contacted and visited museum exhibit manufacturers to determine their ability to 
outfit MiniMO, and plan with us for the ultimate purchasing and equipping of BigMO. These 
visits have provided us with a greater insight in exhibit design and the funding necessary to 
reach our objectives. 

 

 Interaction with Universities/ Primary and Secondary Schools 

 Exhibits developed for the mobile museum must support the New Jersey State academic 
curriculum. John Casey is doing outstanding work with the Reddington School District; Nino 
De Pasquale is aggressively developing programs with the Medford School District. It is 
evident that AFHM must establish an advisory council of professionals to provide guidance 
on this endeavor. Your recommendations of educators to serve on this board are 
appreciated. 

  
Virtual Education 

 The documentary on the Nepal Airlift has been approved and released. It is currently being 
shown on the Joint Base network and will be included in Commander’s calls.    

 Stockton University has completed the first phase of their documentary on the construction 
of Camp Dix in 1917. A meeting at the Joint Base is pending. 

 
Living History 

 New Jersey Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno introduced the Howard Brooks video. Howard 
survived the sinking of the USS Houston in April 1942.  He was a Japanese POW for over three 
years and worked as a slave laborer constructing the Burma-China Railroad where he 
participated in building the bridge over the River Kwai. The video is now on the website: 
afhmus.org 

 A viewing of the Arthur Seltzer video in Cherry Hill was attended by local officials and veterans 
organizations. The premier showing was witnessed by an overflow crowd.  

 A video interview with a survivor of Buchenwald who went on to distinguished service in the US 
Army during WW II has been completed and is now being edited.  



 
Business Plan 

 Creating a business plan is the next logical step in AFHM’s organizational development. An ad 
hoc committee is working to develop ideas on branding and structuring the future from a 
business prospectus. The committee will focus on the Mobile Museum, Living History and 
Virtual Education.    

 
Chamber of Commerce 

 AFHM has joined The Central Jersey Chamber of Commerce and the Burlington County Chamber 
of Commerce. We look forward to interacting with local industry leaders as we become more 
involved in the community.  

 
Annual Dues 

 Payment of member dues has been changed to a calendar year basis. AK Kolesnikov has 
volunteered to manage the transition from renewals on an individual’s calendar date. You will 
receive an email from her to advise you of your renewal status. 

 
Members are encouraged to attend monthly meetings 

 We combined the board meeting with the monthly member meeting to eliminate redundancy. I 
fear that members feel that they are not supposed to attend the third Friday meetings at the 
Deerwood Country Club. Please be assured that member participation is essential to the success 
of AFHM. 

 
Member Museum visits 

 Member visits to local museums have been proposed. We have been invited to visit the Air 
Mobility Command Museum at Dover AFB. Please contact me if you are interested in 
participating. 

 
SMA Convention 

 I attended the Small Museum Association Conference in February. It was an opportunity to gain 
insight into museum operations and accomplish significant networking. More to follow.  

 
Summary: 
AFHM has ambitious goals! However, we need people to accomplish them. Your participation is 
welcomed! If your situation precludes actively working on a project, then consider recruiting a new 
member for the organization.  
 
Bob von Bargen 
President 


